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Christmas Potluck Dinner 
starts at 5:30 

MONDAY, December 3, 2018 
Couvelier Pavilion at the HCP Gardens 

505 Quayle Road, VICTORIA, B. C. 

You Are Invited  
 

Christmas Dinner  
December 3@ 5:30  

Raffle and Donations 

are given to the  

Food Bank  

 

page 5 for details  

http://victoriarhodo.ca
http://victoriarhodo.ca
mailto:tkmcmillan@telus.net
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  Upcoming Events 

2018 Event Place 

Dec 3 
5:30  

Christmas Potluck Dinner - The Couvelier Pavilion Gardens at HCP 
505 Quayle Road 

2019 
 Reminder 

>>>  No January VicRS General Meeting  <<< 
 

Jan 21 
7:30 

Propagation Group Meeting 
Call Ken Webb 250-744-1745 

TBA 

Feb 2 
10-3:30 

2019 Qualicum Beach Seedy Saturday  
Website:  qbseedysaturday.ca 

747 Jones Street 
Qualicum Beach, BC 

Feb 4 
7:30 

General Meeting - The Couvelier Pavilion 
Ann Nightingale - Victoria Birds 

Gardens at HCP 
505 Quayle Road 

Feb 18 
7:30 

Propagation Group Meeting 
Call Ken Webb 250-744-1745 

TBA 

Mar 4 
7:30 

General Meeting - The Couvelier Pavilion 
 

Gardens at HCP 
505 Quayle Road 

Mar  18 
7:30 

Propagation Group Meeting 
Call Ken Webb 250-744-1745 

TBA 

Apr 1 
7:30 

General Meeting - The Couvelier Pavilion Gardens at HCP 
505 Quayle Road 

Apr 14 
10-2:00 

VicRS Plant Sale 5008 Old W. Saanich Rd 

Apr 15 
7:30 

Propagation Group Meeting 
Call Ken Webb 250-744-1745 

TBA 

May 6 
7:30 

General Meeting - The Couvelier Pavilion Gardens at HCP 
505 Quayle Road 

May 12 
10-2:00 

VicRS Plant Sale 4640 Cordova Bay Rd 

May 16-19 ARS Annual Convention     
Registration starts December 1st, 2018 

Malvern, PA 

May 20 
7:30 

Propagation Group Meeting 
Call Ken Webb 250-744-1745 

TBA 

Jun 17 
7:30 

Propagation Group Meeting 
Call Ken Webb 250-744-1745 

TBA 

Jun 23 
Noon 

VRS Summer Picnic TBA 

Sept 2 
7:30 

General Meeting - The Couvelier Pavilion Gardens at HCP 
505 Quayle Road 

Sept 16 
7:30 

Propagation Group Meeting 
Call Ken Webb 250-744-1745 

TBA 

Sept 27-29 ARS Fall Conference Parksville, BC 

Oct 7 
7:30 

General Meeting - The Couvelier Pavilion Gardens at HCP 
505 Quayle Road 

Oct 21 
7:30 

Propagation Group Meeting 
Call Ken Webb 250-744-1745 

TBA 

http://qbseedysaturday.ca
http://ars2019.org/
https://www.rhododendron.org/calendar.htm
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Editor’s Notes 
 

by Theresa McMillan 

Jeff de Jong's talk, "Rhododendrons Need Friends 
too!" brightened a dark November meeting with 
a good presentation and many fine pictures. 

Jeff pointed out that rhododendrons' greatest 
friends are us.  And we are the ones who really 
appreciate rhododendron's "wow" factor;  when 
they bloom, the flowers' size, colour, shape are 
often show stoppers. 

When plant hunters noticed rhododendrons in 
Asia, they brought them to wider exposure in 
European gardens. 

They are attractive plants even when not in 
bloom, making evergreen shapely bushes or 
trees.  Their needs are simple, but here they 
need human help to do well.  We must water 
them during our hot, dry summers, and always 
be aware they need excellent drainage. 

Rhododendrons typically bloom through spring 
and summer, peaking in May.  Otherwise, they 
form fine evergreen bushes or trees, but, as 
friends to rhododendrons, we can emphasize 
their beauty by planting other plants among 
them or below them, adding to the artistic 
quality of the garden.  There are some plants 
with interesting leaf textures and colours, such 
as hostas.  We can spread ground covers among 
rhododendrons, such as wood anemones, hardy 

geraniums, or Aruncus, ("goat's beard") with lacy 
leaves and flowers, bunchberries like miniature 
dogwoods with white flowers and red berries, or 
cyclamens with patterned leaves and elegant 
pink flowers. 

Then there is fragrance.  To rhodos like Loderi, 
we can add low-lying bulbs, like snowdrops, 
trilliums, tulips, or narcissus spreading colour and 
fragrance. Small trees like witch hazel, which 
adds drifts of yellow flowers, and delicate 
fragrance throughout the spring garden. 

A well-designed garden is a pleasure all year 

round, as Jeff reminded us. 

Hosta  ‘June’ Wood anemone, ‘Nemorosa’ 

 Geranium ‘Rozanne’ 
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November 8, 2018 Meeting 
 
 Just in time for Christmas, it is time to start 

thinking about our Summer Picnic.  Still 
slightly jet-lagged from my month’s visit to 
Australia, I forgot to mention this during our 
November meeting.  Please let any member 
of the Executive know if you would like to 
host our annual barbeque and potluck lunch 
– scheduled this year for Sunday, June 23.  All 
we need is a little bit of level space for the 
food tables and an area for the members to 
put their chairs.  The club supplies the salmon 
to barbeque and the barbeques to cook it on.  
Think about it!  

 
 Ole Jonny Larsen, president of the Norwegian 

Rhododendron Society and ardent species 
rhododendron collector will be visiting 
Canada to speak to a number of the District 1 
chapters.  He is scheduled to be in the 
Victoria area on March 15 to 18, and we will 
be sponsoring a talk at our regular meeting 
place (Horticultural Centre of the Pacific) but 
on a separate day from our usual meeting 
time.  Ole Jonny is a vibrant and interesting 

speaker and you are sure to enjoy his 
presentation.  The exact date and time will be 
confirmed later. 

 
 Show and Tell – The Executive is still trying to 

come up with a clever name for this, a new, 
or more accurately revived, portion of our 
monthly meeting.  Many garden clubs have a 
pot show or other display, often judged, of 
things from their gardens as an adjunct to the 
monthly-programmed speaker.  Being 
rhododendron growers means that digging 
out, potting up our favourite rhodo, and 
bringing it in for showing or judging is just not 
feasible.  What we would like to initiate is 
people bringing in examples of whatever it is 
that is growing in their garden that tickles 
their fancy.  It could be a truss of an early-
blooming rhodo, or an example of a good 
companion plant, or a collection of whatever 
is blooming or otherwise interesting at that 
time.  There will be a table set aside to 
display these treasures.  Remember, none of 
us gets to learn about other interesting plants 
unless somebody brings them to our 
attention. 

NOTES FROM THE BOARD  
by Brenda Macdonald  

Christmas Centerpieces at 
Jacqueline Bradbury, 3121 Albina Street @ 9:30 in the  

morning of the Christmas Potluck Dinner Dec. 3 
 

Anyone wishing to come and help for an hour or two to make Swags, Centerpieces and creations 
for the dining tables and raffle would be greatly appreciated. 

Dress warmly as we work outside and bring your own gloves and secateurs.  Jacqueline does 
supply greens, cones, ribbons, wire and containers, but if you have something you would like 
to work with please bring it along.  Even if you never have done this before but would like             
to give it a go - please come. 
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Invitat ion  
 

The Victoria Rhododendron Society’s 
 Christmas Potluck Dinner 

Couvelier Pavilion, HCP  

Monday, December 3 @ 5:30 p.m. 
Members A - L, please bring a savory or a salad 

Members M - Z, please bring a dessert  

The Club will provide a cooked ham & turkey, 

punch, serviettes, tea, coffee, sugar, milk & cream. 

Please bring your own dishes, cutlery and cups. 
 

Raffle donations of 

crafts and plants 

would be much 

appreciated.  

A ll proceeds and  

non-perishable foods 

will be donated to the 

Mustard Seed Food 

Bank.  
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  Jim Barlup: the man, the hybridizer, our benefactor  
Part One  by Lois Blackmore 

THE MAN 
Jim has been hybridizing rhododendrons for more than half his lifetime.  His journey of discovery began 
when he attempted to buy an orange-trussed rhododendron for his garden.  Why did not such a thing not 
exist?  Thus began a lifetime of exploration that still exists 
today. 

Jim grew up on a 5200-acre wheat farm in Kansas.  At the 
age of 15, he and his family moved to a smaller farm in 
Pennsylvania.  When his father sold the farm, Jim realized 
that farming was not to be his future.  He was drafted into 
the army at the time of the Korean War.  His posting was 
in Washington State.  This was the beginning of a love for 
the Pacific Northwest. 

Upon his release from the army, he attended photography 
school in Santa Barbara.  After graduation, he moved to 
Pennsylvania where he worked for the Saturday Evening 
Post.  When that company was to move its headquarters 
to New York City, he returned to California to work as 
a photographer.  It was at this time he became the 
photographer for the Beach Boys’ first live album and other 
commercial photography (examples shown below). 

When his wife Judy wanted to complete her master’s degree, they moved to Seattle.  It was at 
the arboretum in the grounds of Washington State University that Jim became enamoured with 
rhododendrons.  He spent many long hours taking photographs and enjoying the beauty of such plants.  Jim 
also discovered mountain climbing.  He twice climbed Mt. Rainier as well as other mountains in the coastal 
range. 

When he bought their first home, Jim began to landscape the property.  In his search for his new-found love 
of rhododendrons, he discovered Wells Medina Nursery.  This was when he realized there was no such a 

thing as an 

Jim Barlup 



Page 7 

 

 

  

 Important: Join our email list for alerts about changes and updates.   http://ars2019.org/ 

ARS 2019 Convention 
 Register - Hotel - Tours - Banquets - Photo Show - Flower Show - Plant Sale - Sights 

Registration will open December 1st, 2018 

 

Grand gardens and 
seminal events in 
American rhododendron 
culture have been part of 
Philadelphia for almost 
300 years. Storied estates 
transformed into 
sumptuous public 
gardens – Longwood, 
Winterthur, Morris 
Arboretum and many 
more – have consistently 
relied on rhododendrons, 
going back to John 
Bartram's colonial 
discoveries. With so 
many alluring gardens to 
visit, the region takes 
pride in its status as 
America's Garden 
Capital. Come discover 
the Philadelphia story, 
rhododendron version.  

NEWSLETTER INVITATION  
 

You are invited to share your rhodo/garden pictures, 
techniques, successes or questions; just email  

victoriarhododendron@gmail.com, Attention Editor. 
Thank you. 

http://ars2019.org/list.php
http://ars2019.org/
http://ars2019.org/
http://ars2019.org/index.php#Dates
http://ars2019.org/index.php#Venue
http://ars2019.org/tours/index.php#Gardens
http://ars2019.org/index.php#Banquets
http://ars2019.org/photoshow/index.php#PhotoShow
http://ars2019.org/flowershow/index.php#FlowerShow
http://ars2019.org/index.php#Sale
http://ars2019.org/sights/index.php#Sights
mailto:mailtovictoriarhododendron@gmail.com
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VICTORIA RHODODENDRON 
SOCIETY BOARD 

 
President 
 
Vice President 
 Brenda Macdonald 778-528-3647  
 victoriarhododendron@gmail.com 

 
Past President 
 Lois Blackmore 250-478-6615 
 

Treasurer 
 Bill Gordon 250-479-0210 
 
Secretary: 
 Sharon Joseph 250-383-1756 
 
Members-at-Large 
 Carol Dancer 250-721-5273 
 Carolyn Marquardt 250-477-8387 
 Carrie George 250-642-3176 
 Ian Duncan 250-479-0820 
 Jackie Ralph  
 Ken Webb 250-744-1785 
 Linda Gilmore 250-642-2256 
 Lloyd Gilmore 250-642-2256 
 Lynne Ferrie 250-478-1100 
 Theresa McMillan 250-478-3515 

KEY CONTRIBUTORS 

 

Audio & Video Equipment &  
 HCP Meeting Room Steward 
 Ian Duncan 250-479-0820 
 
Membership 
 Brenda Macdonald 778-528-3647 
 Ellen Wellborn 250-479-1898 
 
Newsletter Committee 

Theresa McMillan, Editor 250-478-3515 
Joyce Whittle 250-656-7313 
Linda Gilmore, Production  
Madeleine Webb 250-744-1785 
Bill McMillan 250-478-3515 

 
Refreshments Organizer 
 Betty Gordon 250-479-0210 
 
Website 
 Calvin Parsons 250-590-0489 
 http://victoriarhodo.ca 
 

Carol’s Candy [Jim Barlup] Lady Bug [Jim Barlup] 

http://victoriarhodo.ca
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